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spare part would be waiting for it on the landing ground
at Ziza. The flight on to Heliopolis was a further
330 miles and an allowance of five hours' petrol was
taken. The fuel used for the Napier Lion engine was
a mixture of petrol and benzol in the proportion of 80
to 20, The petrol was supplied in 4-gallon tins and
the benzol in ^-gallon drums. The fuel for five hours
consisted of 300 gallons; and as for every ^-gallon drum
of benzol, five 4-gallon tins of petrol were needed,
filling up one aeroplane involved manhandling sixty
tins of petrol, weighing approximately 30 pounds each,
twelve drums of benzol, weighing about 40 pounds
per drum, and, say, two ^-gallon drums of lubricating
oil. If the weather was warm it was an arduous business.
The Vernon had two large petrol tanks on the top planes,
which meant one man squatting on the plane and filling,
while another man stood on the bottom plane where
there was a walkway by the hull, and passed up the
tins or drums from a third man who stood on the ground.
There was a third tank at the bottom of the hull which
could be filled by a man standing on the bottom plane
only. To refuel two aeroplanes in this way andmgive
them a rapid inspection normally took two hours.

On the westbound trip this two hours could be
counted as one only, because you were catching up the
sun, and Cairo time is one hour ahead of Baghdad time.
Incidentally it is two hours behind Greenwich time.
If there were four or five hours of daylight left when
the aeroplanes were ready again for flight at Ziza, it
was customary to push on over the Judaean Hills. This
was left to the senior pilot's discretion. If it was decided
not to push on, the aeroplanes were taxied down as
near to the railway station as possible, and securely